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Principal’s Message
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Patrick Farrell

Once again middle school teachers will be making themselves 
available from 7:15 to 7:45 on scheduled days to help students!!  
As part of our building PLC time, teachers meet twice per week 
to discuss student needs and collaborate and lesson plan with 
other members of their department.  Student days will be 
scheduled and communicated by each individual teacher.  The 
goal is to have a somewhat flexible PLC schedule so teachers can 
coordinate student days with projects, tests and quizzes.  Please 
remind your student to check with their specific teachers regard-
ing student days or feel free to email them for upcoming dates.

     Midterms:
     
     World Languages           January 17th & 18th
     Honors Science Found.           January 22nd
     Algebra and Geometry           January 23rd
     Make-up Exam Day           January 24th

     Finals:
     
     World Languages           June 3rd & 4th
     Honors Science Found.           June 5th
     Algebra and Geometry           June 6th
     Make-up Exam Day           June 7th

At 10 a.m. sharp on Thursday, September 
27th children throughout the Brecksville-

Broadview Heights Middle School stopped 
what they were doing to try and help break 

a world record. The JAM World Record 
2012 to be exact.  The event was orga-

nized by physical education teacher Maria 
Schneider, the purpose of the event is to 

promote the importance of making physical 
activity a part of everyone’s daily routine.  
According to the JAM World Record web-
site, 25,310 people from across the state 

took part in the event. The goal was to get 2 
million people nationwide to take the min-

ute break and “get moving.”  More than 1.28 
million registered for the event nationwide.  
Needless to say, BBHMS students and staff 
had a great time participating in the event!

2012-2013
Exam Schedule 
for high school
credit classes:



Calendar
Fall 2012

Thursday, October 11th
PSO Meeting - 9:30am 

Friday, October 12th
NO SCHOOL
NEOEA Day

Thursday, October 18th
Fall Athletic Recognition - 7pm

Friday, October 19th
6th Grade Social - 3pm

Friday, November 2nd
NO SCHOOL

Inservice/Records Day

Tuesday, November 6th
Market Day Pickup - 3pm

Thursday, November 8th 
PSO Meeting - 9:30am

Our next PSO meeting will be held on Thursday, November 8 at 9:30 a.m.,
in the Media Room/Library.  PSO Meetings are a great way to stay informed, 
voice your concerns, meet other parents, and become involved in one of the 
many wonderful volunteer projects available at the Middle School!  Hope you 
will join us!

November
PSO Meeting

The Middle School PSO has been off to a busy start! We want to thank all 
of the volunteers for helping to make the book fair a success. We had more 
than 40 volunteers over the four day period. A special thank you to Sandi 
Lawer, Grace Nicholas, Marianne Pilat, and Pam Bowler for heading this 
committee. 

The NEW Middle School Fundraiser started 
Monday, October 1st, and will end on Fri-
day, October 19th. We are bringing Java 
Joe’s Gourmet style coffees, specialty bever-
ages and cookie dough to your front door! 
Your students received the handouts in 
homeroom on Friday, September 28th to 
take home for you to go over. Coffee is $10 
per bag, specialty beverages, $13.50 per 
bag, and cookie dough is $15.00 per pack-
age. Each bag of coffee makes 40 cups at 
.34 cents per cup. 

Nuvia Martin & Jennifer Schneider
Middle School PSO Co-Presidents

It’s not too late to join the PSO; our goal is to have a higher number of members than last year. The first 6th grade 
social is coming up on October 19th. 7th and 8th graders will have their first canteen on November 9. Students will 
be able to purchase their tickets for these events at school. Night at the Races is our big fundraiser in conjunction 
with the High School PSO. This is scheduled for November 17. Please look for more information concerning ticket 
sales, basket contributions, etc. soon. Ski club is also forming. Look for information in our monthly email updates. 
Our new PSO website is up and running. You will be able to find any information concerning PSO sponsored activi-
ties at the following site:  bbhmiddleshoolpso.com. New information is always being added. Finally, the board game 
club will continue this year after a very successful first year. They will meet twice each month beginning in this 
month. Our next PSO meeting will be October 11 at 9:30. We hope to see you there.

Nuvia Martin and Jennifer Schneider

All checks and order forms must be in by 10/19/12 and checks must be made 
out to BBHMS. All profits go to student scholarships for Washington DC trip 
and Outdoor Ed.





The Language Arts department started the year off by discussing our summer reading.  
While no project done in the summer will ever be totally problem free; we as teachers were 
happy to see most did not have any problems...many reported actually enjoying the project.  

In 6th grade,  Academic Language Arts students have just finished their first short story and 
earned all about “characters’ motives”.  Their next story, “Dragon Dragon”,  will delve deeply into a 
literary analysis of “plot”.   Accelerated classes have analyzed Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” and are beginning to learn 
about “change” and how it is much more complicated than meets the eye.  Both sixth grade Academic and Accelerated classes have 
been reintroduced to the “Accelerated Reader” program and should be well on their way to completing their first out-of-school novel.  
They 
also have been refreshing their memory on nouns, verbs, and the many parts of speech.

Round, flat, dynamic, static…what do these words have in common? Any of our seventh grade language arts students are able to answer 
that question, as we continue our study of literary elements through entertaining short stories written by authors such as Cynthia Rylant, 
Lawrence Yep, and Rudyard Kipling. Caught ‘Ya’s have captured our students attention, with daily review of language skills. It is exciting 
to see our students apply the new skills they are learning!

In 7th grade Accelerated Language Arts, Animal Farm is the first stop in our journey as we search for Utopia. Students are reading this 
classic along with short stories that examine personal and societal utopias. We also are continuing with Four Level Analysis and our study
of grammar and language skills in The Magic Lens. We are moving right along!

Eighth grade Language Arts students started the year off introducing  themselves to their teachers in the form of an essay titled “This I 
Believe.”  Each student was to tell stories from their lives that help show their values.  This was a challenging writing assignment for the 
kids, but they rose to the occasion.  Each child also created a podcast that can be listened to by their peers.  Our next unit will be literary 
elements and short stories.  

Accelerated eighth grade Language Arts students delved into the 1940’s: Decade of Change unit through an independent reading: 
Anne Frank; The Diary of a Young Girl. So far, students chose, viewed, and analyzed the powerful impact and changes political speeches 
made,  interpreted the purposeful planning of words and actions intended, and evaluated the degree of success in a three paragraph 
essay. 
Selected children’s books relating to the 1940’s have also been utilized to help review elements of literature including; characters, 
setting, plot, and theme. We are extremely fortunate that we will have a guest speaker, who experienced WWII in ways we only see in 
movies. 
This is a rare opportunity that can connect the curriculum to the students in a most meaningful manner. The class will work on develop-
ing questions for her as we continue our study of the 1940’s. We will continue our grammar study with adjectives and then verbs. 

Language Arts

World Language
The world language teachers are enjoying their teaching experiences at the seventh and eighth
grade.  Their communicative approach to instruction encourages students to interact in the
target language, increasing fluency and pronunciation.  In addition, students studying level 1
for High School credit can join the Spanish, German, or Chinese club which will meet during
the lunch periods to extend cultural perspectives and classroom content.

Students gain confidence and experience with the exploratory course before taking level 1 at the
middle school or high school.  While the course is not a prerequisite, many students benefit from
building a basic foundation.  The last days for the third and fifth period six week rotations are:
First Semester-October 11, November 30, January 24
Second Semester-March 8, April 26, June 7

After completing the 7th grade exploratory course, students in the 8th grade can study a foreign language for high school credit.  Since 
they are in a high school course, students presently in the program will complete the midterm January 17th-18th and the final June 3rd 
and 4th.

On September 28, Chinese class students celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival by watching video clips of the legends of the festival and 
tasting pomelo fruit, moon cakes, and tea. Spanish classes will watch the video El Día de los Muertos and taste el pan de los muertos on 
November 1st.  In addition, Oktoberfest traditions and foods will be discussed in German classes near the end of October. 

Señora Boyne- español   
Herr Moore-Deutsch    
Señora Cerrato-español     
Jane-Na Chang-Chinese



Math
Welcome from the middle school mathematics department! We have survived the first month of 
school as the students getting acquainted with their new teachers and vise versa. The teachers are 
working hard during professional learning communities (PLC’s) to collaboratively create meaningful 
lessons that demonstrate the importance of mathematics in the real world. In addition, they are taking 
data from formative and summative assessments to build upon and revise instruction to meet the needs 
of the current students. During PLCs, teachers also create, grade and discuss common assessments that are given to all students 
taking the course to better understand general strengths and weaknesses of the students. This information is used for enrichment or 
intervention purposes so all students may reach their full potential. The teachers are working diligently to understand and transition 
from the current state standards to Ohio’s New Learning Standards in Mathematics that the State Board of Education has adopted.  
Please visit the Ohio Department of Education’s website to see what will be expected of your son/daughter by 2015. 
http://tinyurl.com/25pzc5h

Science
Our Science Department has been busy learning ways to incorporate 21st Century Skills into our
science classrooms.  Waiver Day provided us with a unique opportunity to learn how to utilize digital
lessons and activities to stimulate the minds of our students.  The middle school adopted the Fusion
modules by Holt McDougal.  A Fusion representative guided us through the various tools available
with our new series.  There is a consumable textbook which allows students to write, highlight, and take
notes inside.  Students are able to access a digital path online which explains the same content in the book, but in a different way.  
There are many interactive activities to help students practice the science concepts they are learning in class.  Virtual labs are also 
available so we can expand our classrooms to experiments we could not usually perform.  Another huge impact on our science class-
rooms
is technology.  Every science classroom has net books available for every student so everyone can enhance their 21st century skills.  
Net books allow differentiation to occur so students can expand their knowledge in a variety of ways.  Students will practice using 
technology to gather information, solve problems, and communicate with others.

Attention all future scientists, bridge builders, bottle rocket launchers, and polymer detectives:  Science Olympiad Wants You!  In-
terested students should be on the look out for specific details around mid-October.  Science Olympiad is a nonprofit organization 
devoted to
improving the quality of science education, increasing student interest in science, and providing recognition for outstanding achieve-
ment in science education.  Science Olympiad tournaments are rigorous, academic interscholastic competitions that consist of a series 
of individual and team events, which students prepare for throughout the year.  Members attend two of these challenging competi-
tions which follow the format of popular board games, TV shows, and athletic games.  These games require more than just basic facts. 
Scientific processes, skills, and science applications are also necessary.  Science Olympiad involves a weekly meeting after school, as 
well as putting in some time at home on your project.  If you have the skill and dedication it takes, please answer the call for Science 
Olympiad soon!

The social studies department is starting our year looking at the past to see what we could do
better in the future.  Even though our eighth grade test has been suspended for now, we have
not been resting on our laurels!  This suspension of our test is providing us with the unique
opportunity to try some new ways to improve performance without a state test in the offing. 
The sixth, seventh, and eighth grade teachers collaborated to come up with strategies for each
grade level to use to help students that are struggling.  We worked to create an end of year
assessment to collect our own data to keep track of the effectiveness of these new strategies. 
The data has been compiled and we are looking to see what are strengths and weaknesses in our program and how we will address 
them.  We will also, this year, be implementing the new state standards in all grade levels.  Eighth grade teachers are piloting new 
technology with their net books and all grade levels will be using technology  to aid in the collecting of data from our summative 
assessments.   The new standards are now available for viewing on the ODE website.  

Social Studies



Athletics
The middle school football, volleyball, and cross country teams are each having fantastic seasons.  
The 8th Grade volleyball team, led by Coach Palidar, is playing extremely well.  The 8th grade 
volleyball team took 3rd at the Sara Glosik Memorial Tournament, and both the 7th and 8th grade 
teams are still undefeated on the season with a few more games to play.  

The 8th football grade team is currently 6 and 0 with one more big game to play vs. Westlake on Wednesday, October 3rd at the Old 
Stadium for the SWC title.  The 7th grade football team is having a fine season as well.  They had big wins over Roehm, Ford, and North 
Olmsted, and close out their season this week at Westlake.  Lastly, thank you to the cheerleaders who did a great job cheering on our 
football teams this fall.

The Boys and Girls Cross Country teams have many great talented runners on the teams.  The boy’s and girl’s teams run in tough condi-
tions and on tough courses, and consistently finished in the top 3.  The basketball and wrestling seasons are just around the corner.  
Thank you to all of the parents for your continued support for our teams. GOOOOO BEEEEES !!!!!! 

PSO Council News

the PsO council meeting was October 4th at 9:30 at the Board of education. Here are the highlights from the meeting:

•  Corrections to the school calendar, listed by page, are on the PsO Council website.

•  the school board plans to survey the public to find out what the public’s expectations are for the 
     school district.

•  All new staff goes through a mentoring program.

•  the district is looking secretarial substitutes & substitute Computer Lab Assistants for the elementary 
    & intermediate buildings. Deadline to apply is October 15, 2012.

•  Watch for opportunities to sign up to be a salvation Army Bell Ringer & to adopt a family for Christmas.

•  PsO Council is planning a Parent tech Camp which will included how to navigate school websites, how
    to setup & use sign up Genius, etc.  If you have any suggestions, please pass them on to your PsO
    President. 

•  On October 27, the Brecksville Kiwanis will sponsor a 5K trick or trot.

•  CAPA provides anonymous drug tests. 

•  the High school & Middle school PsO presents A Night at the Races on saturday, November 17, 2012.
    the event will be held at the Days Inn & suites in Richfield.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m., heavy appetizers
    start at 6:30 p.m., & races start at 7:15 p.m.  tickets are $30 a person, adults only. A cash bar will be
    available.
 
submitted by Cyndi Riley, PsO Council Delgate



 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade Social – Friday, October 19 
 
 

The Sixth Grade Social will be held after school on 
Friday, Oct   19th, from 3:00-4:30 at the Middle 

school.   

 

There will be an open gym, Face-painting, a DJ, Laser 

Tag, a Photo Booth and lots of food!!  The theme is 

“Halloween,” costumes are optional. No mask or gory 
stuff; it must still be school appropriate.  Costumes 

should be brought to school to wear during party, and 

costumes should be easy to get on.  

Students can buy their ticket during lunch the week of 
the party, on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday.  They 

need to bring a signed permission slip and $5.00.   

 

If you are able to donate bakery or other snacks 

please go to…    www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0C4FABA72CA13-6thgrade  

 

 
 



    

 

 SNOWBOARDING  - -  SKIING  - -   SNOWBLADING  

               

BBH Middle School SKI CLUB 2013  

Brandywine Ski Resort – Fridays starting January 4th from 6-10 pm.  

Boston Mills Ski Resort - Saturdays starting January 5th from 6-10 pm.      
Sponsored by MS PSO in cooperation with Boston Mills/Brandywine (BMBW) Ski Resort. 

 

Who Can Join?  

Middle School Students and their family members can join.  Friends of the students can join provided all materials 

will be given to the student to distribute.   Participants must be 8 years old by 1/1/13.  *Interested kids less than 

8 years old are recommended to purchase the ski resort “Pick a Day” pass for the season.   
 

When Does it Start? The 2013 program starts Friday January 4th or Saturday, January 7th 2013. 

 
What does the Program Include? 

   

1. The first five sessions/Saturdays of the program - Admission to Brandywine on Friday from 6-10pm or       

Boston Mills on Saturdays from 6-10 pm. Depending on the date you picked. 

2. Lessons for Ski, Snowblade, and Snowboard are five (5) weekly sessions in which members can take up to 

five total lessons from beginner to intermediate and advanced levels.  Sessions are four hours long. 

3. Lift tags are also valid until the end of the season for each Friday or Saturday (depending on the day you 

originally signed up for) starting the 6th week as an all day lift ticket, and rental (if applicable). 

4. Freebie Passcard (see below) 

         Please note:  The Middle School Ski Club does NOT provide transportation to the ski resorts.   

  
Tell me more about the Club Card! 

1. Each member will be issued a club card that entitles them to three $10.00 validations per snow pass to use 

for times other than their regularly scheduled club session. The Club Card is for any member excluding 

Summit and Season pass holders.  This is valid for 3 admissions to Boston Mills and Brandywine (including 

rental if applicable). 

2. Can be used by anyone, any day, any time of day & all day, including holiday break. 

     

  How much does this cost? 

1. For anyone without a 2012-2013 Season/Summit Pass:  

Own your equipment = At BM-$139 At BW-$159.00 With  rental equipment =BM- $202.90 BW-$222.90 

2. Anyone with a 2012-2013 BMBW Season/Summit Pass:  

Own your equipment = BM-$80 BW-$85     rental equipment = BM-$143.90 BW-148.90                

            *Notice price difference Boston Mills/Brandywine 

ONLINE REGISTRATION!!!!! 

 

You must email me at Jan Holkovic all4js@hotmail.com with the names of the people joining and which day (Friday 

or Saturday) you will register for. I will email you the sign up instructions.  Without this, you will not be able to 
register. During the ski sessions I will use the email to keep in contact with any important information., 

 

* REGISTRATION DEADLINE – Monday, 11/19/12 (this ensures club passes & lift tags are back to 

students before holiday break) 

 

Ski Club Advisors: Jan Holkovic all4js@hotmail.com  440-665-0587 

        Nuvia Martin nuviamartin@gmail.com  


